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RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  MAIDSTONE 


Central  Health  Office, 
13,  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone , 

Kent . 

Telephone  No.*- 

Maidstone  4072. 


Health  Department, 

26,  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone , 

Kent . 

Telephone  Noz- 

Maidstone  51163. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  Maidstone  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Maidstone. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  Annual  Report  is  the 
extraordinarily  low  death  rate  in  your  District.  Standing  as 
it  does  at  9.5  per  thousand  of  the  population,  it  is  the  lowest 
of  the  four  districts  for  which  I  am  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  is  well  below  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  County 
of  Kent. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  infant  mortality  in  your  district  is 
higher  than  those  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  County  of  Kent, 
and  is  the  highest  of  the  four  districts.  The  reason  for  this 
figure  presents  some  difficulty.  In  the  first  place,  the  ' 
total  number  involved  is  small,  and  any  slight  change  in  the 
aggregate  shows  up  rather  badly  in  the  incidence  rate. 

Secondly,  the  number  of  congenital  deformities  accounts  for  a 
proportion  of  this  death  rate  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
reduce.  In  addition,  the  cases  of  prematurity  were  of  an 
extreme  type,  and  would  be  very  difficult  to  save.  There  is  a 
definite  limit  below  which  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is 
very  unlikely  to  fall,  and  it  may  be  that  we  are  fast 
approaching  that  level. 

The  number  of  immunisations  against  diptheria  is  far  too 
low,  and  the  warning  is  given  again  that  protection  against 
other  diseases,  for  example  poliomyelitis,  must  not  be  bought 
at  the  expense  of  diptheria.  The  hazards  of  diptheria  are 
still  very  real,  as  was  instanced  by  the  outbreaks  which 
occurred  in  several  parts  of  the  country  during  1959, 

Diptheria  is  such  a  dangerous  disease  that  all  steps  available 
should  be  taken  to  protect  child  life  against  its  menace. 

The  number  of  cases  of  cancer  in  1959  rose  by  five  from 
the  previous  year.  This  increase  was  reflected  both  in  cancer 
of  the  lung  and  cancer  of  the  breast,  as  well  as  other 
unclassified  sites.  It  should  be  recalled,  however,  that 
there  was  last  year  an  unexpectedly  low  total  at  42,  and  even 
the  present  figure  of  47  is,  with  the  exception  of  1958,  the 
lowest  since  1953, 

In  order  to  keep  the  mortality  from  cancer  in  pers¬ 
pective,  reference  to  the  table  will  show  that  the  heaviest 
weight  of  the  mortality  from  this  cause  is  still  borne  by 
the  age  group  over  65  years,  &s  far  as  the  expectation  of 
life  is  concerned. 
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I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
splendid  work  carried  out  during  the  year  by  Mr,  K,  T, 
Jolley  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Mr,  G,  W. 
White  the  Additional  Inspector, 

The  number  of  inspections  of  premises  of  all  kinds 
for  Public  Health  reasons  was  very  high,  and  this  has 
entailed  both  officers  in  a  considerable  volume  of  work. 
This  work  has  been  carried  out  with  efficiency  and 
enthusiasm,  and  the  district  has  been  fortunate  in  having 
service  of  such  a  calibre. 

Also  during  the  year  I  have  had  the  support  of  a  most 
co-operative  and  enthusiastic  Public  Health  Committee,  and 
I  am  grateful  for  the  attention  and  interest  which  has  been 
shown. 

All  other  members  of  your  staff  have,  directly  or 
indirectly,  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  present 
level  of  Public  Health  in  the  Rural  District  of  Maidstone. 


I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  H.  M.  DUMMER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


3rd  June,  1960. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  . .  , .  34,487 

Estimated  resident  population  1959  ..  . .  19,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  (according  to  rate 

books),  at  the  end  of  1959  . . . .  6,700 

Rateable  value . .  . . £216,284 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ..  . .  , .  . .  . .  £850 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births  ..  . .  . .  176  146  322 

Live  birth  rate  per  1, 000 population  ..  crude  16.70 

Corrected  17.53 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.14 

Male  Female  Total 

Stillbirths  .  ........  1  4  5 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  15.29 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births .  177  150  327 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)..  ..  6  3  9 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  27.95 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  26.75 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  43.47 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ..  .,  ,.  ,,  27.95 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ..  ..  ,,  21.73 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births)  .  . . . .  36.69 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)..  .,  ..  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .... 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths . *  .  129  142  271 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  .,  crude  14.05 

Corrected  9.55 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ,»  11.6 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


School  Health  Service 


The  School  Health  Service,  with  school  inspections  and. 
clinics,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  and  the 
Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service,  are  now  administered  "by  the 
Kent  County  Council,  and  are  controlled  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

Hospitals 

The  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Mid  Kent 
Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  South  S. '.stern 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  services  of  the 
consultant  staff  are  available  at  the  West  Kent  General 
Hospital  and  the  Kent  County  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Hospital. 
Available  also  is  Preston  Hall  Chest  Hospital  and  use  is 
made  by  patients  from  the  Maidstone  area  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  Tunbridge  Wells  area,  particularly  Pembury  and  the 
Kent  &  Sussex  Hospital. 

Additional  beds  are  in  use  at  Linton  Hospital,  and  the 
Fant  Lane  Isolation  Hospital  caters  for  post-operative  cases 
from  the  West  Kent  General  Hospital  as  well  as  for  infectious 
diseases  for  which  admission  is  required.  The  nursing  staff 
for  all  the  hospitals  has  been  difficult  to  obtain,  and  there 
is  a  shortage  of  beds  for  the  chronic  sick,  and  the  care  of 
old  folk.  This  latter  requirement  increases  year  by  year, 
and  is  a  reflection  of  the  steadily  increasing  elderly  age 
group  in  the  population. 

Domestic  Help  Service 


This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council 
and  is  of  great  value  in  providing  care  for  aged  and  dis¬ 
abled  patients,  and  thus  relieving  pressure  on  the  available 
hospital  beds.  I  often  find  that  by  the  judicious  use  of 
this  service,  elderly  people  are  given  the  advantage  of 
essential  domestic  help,  thereby  tiding  them  over  a 
difficulty  which,  in  other  circumstances,  would  undoubtedly 
require  hospitalisation. 

It  is  surprising  to  find  such  a  large  number  of 
elderly  people  with  no  near  relatives,  and  often,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  relatives  who  are  unwilling  to  help  out  at 
this  dependent  stage  of  life. 


5 


. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES,  1959 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  Maidstone 
Rural  District  in  1959  was  higher  than  that  in  1958,  ie* 
458  cases  as  compared  with  319, 

The  main  reason  for  this  increase  was  the  biennial 
incidence  of  measles  which  increased  by  185  on  the 
previous  year. 

In  1959  there  was  only  one  case  of  dysentery,  and  no 
trouble  arose  through  possible  secondary  cases. 

There  was  no  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year, 
and  once  again  diptheria  was  absent  from  the  District, 

The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  was  two,  and 
in  both  instances  these  are  referred  to  in  the  body  of 
this  report. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  remained  approx¬ 
imately  the  same,  33  as  compared  with  32,  and  in  no  case 
was  difficulty  encountered  through  complications.  In 
general  scarlet  fever  is  today  a  very  mild  disease,  and 
only  for  the  most  urgent  social  and  domestic  reasons  are 
cases  admitted  to  hospital. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


DISEASE 

Under 

1 

1-2 

— 

3-4 

|  5—9 

10-14 

15-24 

25-45 

46-65 

! 

66  & 
over 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

20 

6 

2 

1 

~ 

33 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

- 

6 

13 

3 

1 

1 

- 

25 

Measles 

5 

71 

73 

215 

18 

2 

4 

- 

- 

388 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diptheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

Infections 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

4 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food 

Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i 

- 

2 

Erysipelas 

- 

-• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i 

- 

2 

Malaria 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

; 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

6 

72 

83 

249 

27 

7 

9 

2 

1 

3 

458 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


PARISH  DISTRIBUTION 


8. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


MONTHLY-  DISTRIBUTION 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  1959 


The  following  table  gives  (A)  the  number  of  second 
injections  and  (B)  the  number  of  third  injections  given 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959s- 


BORN 

(A) 

(B) 

1959 

42 

1958 

228 

85 

1957 

47 

201 

1956 

23  i 

142 

1955 

19 

136 

1954 

29 

168 

1953 

26 

166 

1952 

32 

190 

1951 

32 

186 

1950 

30 

177 

|  1949 

36 

193 

1948 

40 

237 

!  1947 

50 

228 

1946 

38 

220 

1945 

35 

178 

1944 

39 

176 

1943 

39 

114 

Before 

1943 

1,199 

404 

’ 

Others 

184 

174 

TOTAL 

2,168 

I  3,375 

Prom  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the 
year  3,375  people  completed  a  course  of  three  injections. 

Adding  to  this  total  last  year's  figures,  we  can  now  say  that 
by  the  end  of  1959  a  total  of  3,654  courses  of  three  injections 
had  been  given.  In  addition  there  are  2,168  people  who  have 
received  a  second  injection  during  the  year.  This  gives  a 
reasonable  percentage  of  the  persons  at  risk,  who  are  allowed 
to  have  these  injections. 

It  should  be  recalled  that  It  was  not  until  September 
1958  that  the  Minister  of  Health  gave  permission  for  the 
final  injection. 

During  1959  it  was  announced  that  the  scheme  should  be 
extended  to  include  people  up  to  the  age  of  40  years,  and  in 
addition  certain  people  over  that  age  who  were  more  likely  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  infection. 

The  need  to  follow  up  this  protection  Is  urgent,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  high  standard  will  be  main¬ 
tained  by  reinforcing  doses  at  intervals  yet  to  be  announced. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION,  1959 


The  following  are  the  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  returns 
for  1959  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer, 


Year  of 
Birth 

Whooping  cough 
Immunisation 
Primary 

1959 

66 

1958 

no 

1957 

22 

1956 

9 

1955 

5 

1954 

3 

1953 

4 

1952 

1 

1951 

1950 

- 

1949 

«• 

1948 

- 

1947 

- 

1946 

- 

1945 

- 

Before 

1945 

TOTAL 

220 

The  number  of  courses  of  primary  immunisation  has  fallen 
from  last  year  by  97.  Although  whooping  cough  is  regarded  as 
a  relatively  minor  disease,  there  are  still  a  number  of 
complicated,  and  even  fatal,  cases  arising  in  early  infancy. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  wise  precaution  that  all  infants  should 
be  immunised  at  about  the  third  month  of  life,  in  order  to 
afford  as  full  protection  as  possible. 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION,  1959 


The  following  are  the  smallpox  vaccination  figures 
for  1959  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 


'Year  of 
Birth 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Primary 

Revaccination 

1959 

96 

1958 

85 

- 

1957 

6 

M 

1956 

1 

- 

1955 

1 

1 

1954 

3 

1 

1953 

— 

- 

1952 

— 

- 

1951 

- 

- 

1950 

1 

2 

1949 

1 

- 

1948 

2 

- 

1947 

- 

- 

1946 

- 

- 

1945 

- 

— 

Before 

1945 

6 

12 

TOTAL 

{ 

202 

16 

Here  again  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations  diminished, 
in  this  instance  by  17  as  compared  with  last  year. 

It  is  surprising  that  in  these  days  of  modern  travel, 
the  value,  even  from  the  point  of  view  of  mere  convenience, 
is  not  more  fully  recognised. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  are  required 
for  travel  to  almost  every  part  of  the  world,  and  the 
difference  between  the  primary  and  reinforcing  vaccinations 
In  adult  life  is  very  considerable. 

Smallpox  is  only  kept  under  by  the  protection  afforded 
by  vaccination,  and  it  is  not  one  which  should  be  ignored. 
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DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1959 


The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of  children 
under  the  age  of  15  years  on  31st  December,  1959,  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that 
date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1945). 


f 

[Year 

of 

Birth 

Last  complete  course 

of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 
1955  -  1959 

1 — — ■  ■*" 1 

1954 

or 

earlier 

1945 

21 

160 

1946 

72 

130 

1947 

108 

126 

1948 

67 

169 

1949 

102 

199 

1950 

181 

111 

1951 

187 

87 

1952 

129 

121 

1953 

153 

105 

1954 

213 

19 

1955 

210 

1956 

250 

mm 

1957 

228 

1958 

154 

1959 

38 

- 

TOTALS 

2,113 

1,227 

The  following  are  the  diptheria  immunisation  figures 
for  1959  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 


Year  of 

*.  Diptheria  Immunisation 

Birth 

Primary 

j  - r-  _ 

Reinforcing 

1959 

!  38 

mm 

1958 

128 

1 

1957 

24 

mm 

1956 

5 

1 

1955 

— 

7 

1954 

1 

79 

1953 

4 

29 

1952 

8 

1951 

2 

13 

1950 

2 

7 

1949 

2 

8 

1948 

2 

6 

1947 

mm 

_ 

1946 

mm 

mm 

1945 

— 

1 

Before 

1945 

- 

1 

TOTAL  ! 

1 

208 

161 
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POOD  POISONING 


There  were  2  instances  of  food  poisoning  notified  during 
the  year. 


Patient  A. 


A  case  of  unconfirmed  food  poisoning,  which  was  fully 
investigated  at  the  time  of  notification,  but  in  which  the 
samples  taken  proved  to  be  negative  on  examination.  Samples 
were  taken  of  all  food  eaten  which  might  possibly  have 
caused  the  infection,  but  these  were  also  negative. 


Patient  B. 


A  confirmed  case  of  salmonella  typhi-murium,  in  which 
the  patient  showed  positive  results  on  specimens  for  four 
weeks.  As  the  notification  was  not  received  until  seven 
days  after  the  onset tf  symptoms,  it  was  not  possible  to  take 
samples  of  the  food  consumed  immediately  prior  to  the  illness. 


The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  throughout  the 
country  is  still  alarmingly  high.  The  vast  majority  of 
these  cases  is  caused  by  the  salmonella  group,  and  the  foods 
particularly  liable  to  infection  are  made-up  meat  dishes. 

The  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  many  of  our  shops  is 
still  far  too  low,  and  in  my  opinion  a  considerable  amount 
of  the  criticism  of  catering  establishments  from  this  food 
hygiene  aspect  could  be  thwarted  by  action  by  the  customers 
themselves  when  they  see  any  slackness.  Unless  members  of 
the  public  are  willing  to  make  known  their  opinions  in  this 
respect,  the  full  co-operation  of  the  traders  will  be  very 
difficult  to  achieve. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh,  the  Chest  Physician, 
for  the  following  details  of  the  members  of  contacts  of 
known  cases  for  tuberculosis  examined  during  the  year,  and 
the  number  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  These 
figures  relate  to  the  area  of  the  Chest  Clinic,  which 
coincides  with  the  area  of  the  four  authorities,  Maidstone 
Borough,  Maidstone  R.D.,  Hollingbourn  R.D.,  and  Mailing  R,D. 

(a)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1959 

of  newly  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  . .  .  .  236 

(b)  Number  of  contacts  examined  during  1959 

of  cases  notified  prior  to  1959  . .  751 

(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be 

suffering  from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis.,  . . .  ..  2 

(d)  Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be 

suffering  from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis .  6 


kevF 

DEATHS 

AGE  GROUPS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 
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i 
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— 
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mm 
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- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statistics  that  there  were 
eight  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  the  same  as  the  figure  for 
1958. 


The  number  of  new  contacts  seen  during  the  year  indicates 
the  very  detailed  work  which  is  carried  out  in  each  new  case. 
This  is  the  only  really  effective  method  of  discovering  new 
cases  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
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CANCER 


The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  Maidstone 
Rural  District  during  the  past  eight  years  is  given  below:- 


1952  .  45 


1953  . .  , .  , .  43 

1954  53 

1955  65 

1956  59 

1957  55 

1958  42 


1959  .  47 


Deaths  from  cancer  in  1959,  distributed  according 
to  sites  : 


Site 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  of  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

Cancer  of  lung, bronchus 

5 

4 

9 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

6 

6 

Cancer  of  uterus  . , 

- 

1 

1 

Other  sites  . .  , . 

11 

17 

28 

TOTALS 

18 

29 

47 

Deaths  from  cancer  in  1959,  distributed  according 
to  age  groups : 


Age  Groups 

Male 

Female 

0  -  1  • .  »  •  •• 

— 

2  -  5  .  .  ••  •• 

mm 

- 

6-15  • •  , . 

- 

- 

16-25  ,  ,  ,  , 

- 

- 

26  -  35  ,  ,  , . 

- 

1 

36  -  45  ,  .  . , 

1 

2 

46-55 

2 

7 

56-65  , .  , , 

5 

6 

66  and  over 

10 

13 

TOTALS 

i 

18 

29 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  1959 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diptheria 

Meningitis 
(non-tubercular ) 

Enteritis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhoeal 

diseases 

Suffocation 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

Congenital 

malformation 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  heart 
disease 

'.Other  causes 
TOTALS 
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under  1  year 


TOTAL  DEATHS  1959 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ....  2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

4.  Diptheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .... 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  ...... 

8.  Measles  . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . .  2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  5 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast,. 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus.. 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  11 


15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...... 

16.  Diabetes .  ..  ..  1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  19 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ....  20 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  7 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ....  4 

22.  Influenza .  3 

23 .  Pneumonia  . . . .  . .  ••  4 

24.  Bronchitis . 7 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ....  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ....  1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ....  3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  30 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accodents  ....  2 

34.  All  other  accidents  ......  1 

35.  Suicide  .  2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  - 


1 

4 

6 

1 

17 

2 

4 

21 

10 

1 

13 

6 

1 

5 
2 


1 


1 

38 

7 

1 


129  142 
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DEATHS  PER  MONTH  IN  EACH  PARISH 


i 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

1  - - - - 

— — r 

i 

j 

CD 

July 

August 

i 

Sept ember ( 

Sh 

o 

-p 

o 

o 

November 

j 

December  j 

—  - ~t 

a 

c 

EH 

O 

Barming 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

6 

Bearsted 

3 

6 

5 

4 

7 

4 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

43 

Bought on 
Monchelsea 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

2 

mm 

16 

East  Farleigh 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- 

9 

West  Farleigh 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Hunt on 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

6 

Lint  on 

8 

4 

U 

5 

4 

8 

6 

8 

8 

7 

7 

12 

88 

Loose 

2 

2 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

mm 

1 

1 

- 

15 

Marden 

3 

2 

6 

- 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

30 

Nettlestead 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Oth  am 

- 

1 

2 

Staplehurst 

- 

3 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

1 

20 

Teston 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

12 

Yalding 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

12 

TOTALS 

25 

20 

! 

35 

15 

22 

i 

22 

20 

I 

I21 

25 

18 

27 

21 

271 
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SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS 


HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  surveyed  . .  .  •  ..  * .  458 

Number  of  revisits  to  houses  . . .  521 

Number  of  drains  inspected  .  , .  . ,  234 

Number  of  revisits  to  drains . ,  .  .  . ,  392 

Visits  re  Overcrowding  .  ,  .  ,,  , .  6 

Number  of  visits  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  . ,  58 


POOD  AND  WATER 


Number  of  Slaughterhouse  and  meat  inspections  . ,  485 
Number  of  visits  re  Water  supplies  . .  , .  . .  56 
Number  of  visits  re  Milk  and  Dairies  . ,  , ,  . .  16 
Number  of  visits  re  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  , ,  . .  316 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  . .  , .  197 


GENERAL 

Accumulations  .  .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . ,  •  •  . .  ..  131 

Keeping  of  Animals  . .  ,  .  , .  .  .  6 

House  vans  and  Camping  Sites  ,  ,  f  . .  164 

Hop  Pickers ’  Camps  . .  , .  , .  # .  ,  .  .  , .  197 

Factories  Act  ,♦  ..  ..  .  126 

Shops  Act  .  #  , ,  , .  . . .  .  .  . .  286 

Rodent  Control  . .  , .  * . .  379 

Miscellaneous  ..  *.  . .  « •  •«  ••  278 

Total  4,506 


Comparison  of  Summary  figures  with  1958 

The  number  of  housing  inspections  is  decreased  by 
1,200  because  of  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  1955/59 
Slum  Clearance  Programme.  The  Council’s  policy  was  to 
extend  the  original  programme  by  30  properties  per  year  and 
this  was  done  in  the  case  of  1959.  It  will  be  the  policy 
of  the  Minister  of  Housing  to  press  on  with  slum  clearance 
and  every  local  authority  where  the  original  programme  was 
completed  within  the  specified  period  will  be  encouraged 
to  draw  up  a  further  policy  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Council  have  indicated  that  they  intend 
to  extend  their  original  programme  by  approximately  30 
properties  per  year. 
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The  number  of  drainage  inspections  have  decreased  by 
approximately  100  beoause  in  1958  a  considerable  survey 
was  made  in  preparation  for  the  Loose  Main  Drainage  Scheme. 

The  number  of  inspections  under  Infectious  Diseases 
is  half  that  of  the  previous  year  owing  to  the  serious 
outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  within  that  period  which 
tended  to  extend  slightly  into  1959,  giving  the  reason 
for  this  year's  figure  being  above  the  average  for  the 
past  10  years. 

The  inspections  of  accumulations  have  more  than 
doubled  because  of  the  serious  nuisance  caused  by  our 
refuse  tips.  During  the  very  warm  summer  period  and  the 
lack  of  proper  controlled  tipping,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  spray  the  tips  on  many  occasions  to  reduce  the  fly 
and  other  insect  infestations. 

Rodent  control  inspections  made  by  the  two  Public 
Health  Inspectors  are  up  because  there  has  been  a  general 
increase  in  routine  inspections  of  shops,  factories,  and 
other  premises  where  rodent  inspection  is  made. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  in  1959  was 
4,306.  This  is  a  reduction  of  approximately  1,200  on 
last  year's  figures  which  is  indicative  of  the  drop  made 
in  the  housing  inspections.  This  does  not  indicate  that 
less  work  has  been  done  in  the  department  in  1959,  but 
that  a  large  number  of  housing  inspections  carried  out  in 
1958  were  superficial  inspections  which  can  be  done  quite 
easily  where  houses  are  in  groups.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  routine  inspections,  apart  from  housing 
inspections,  may  be  extensive  at  times,  and,  therefore, 
a  fewer  number  of  inspections  was  made. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


HOUSING 

Informal  notices  served  . .  .  60 

Statutory  notices  served  ..  . . .  ..  34 

Notices  completed  ..  ..  .  H 

HOUSING  DEFECTS  PEA XT  WITH  BY  NOTICES 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ..  ..  . .  5 

Rising  and  penetrating  dampness  remedied  ,,  12 

External  rendering .  . .  1 

Repair  defective  windows  and  doors  . .  .  .  ,  ♦  , .  14 

Chimney  stacks  repaired .  7 

General  repairs  to  roof  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

Provision  of  internal  water  supply  .  1 

Repairs  to  fireplaces  .  6 

Cooking  facilities  repaired  .  3 

Dry  rot  remedied  .  •  . .  . .  ♦  .  .  2 

Decoration  . . .  #.  •  «  ••  . .  1 

Repointing  to  brickwork .  ♦  •  •  •  6 

Repair  or  replacement  of  floors  ..  , .  8 

Demolition  of  back  addition  .  1 

Provision  of  dustbin  . 

Repair  to  external  paved  areas  . ,  . . .  2 

Repairs  to  foundations .  «  ♦  •  *  #  *  1 

DRAINAGE 

Overflowing  cesspools  reported  .  16 

Provision  of  cesspools  .  f  .  ..  2 

Provision  of  eaves  guttering  .  .  ..  ,  ,  .  .  * ,  6 

Repairs  to  rain  water  downpipes  . .  * »  6 

Blocked  drains  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  •  •  ••  6 

Cleansing  of  ditch  ••  ..  . . .  •*  9 

Repairs  to  sinks  ..  ..  . . .  •*  3 

Connection  to  main  drainage  .  *  ..  .  1 
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DRAINAGE  (continued) 

Repairs  to  closets  ..  .  * .  , .  1 

Provision  of  inspection  covers  .  ,  *  ,  .  8 

Provision  of  land  drainage  overflow  . *  ..  1 

Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  . .  1 

Repairs  to  underground  water  tank  , .  ,,  ••  ••  0 

Inadequate  drainage  system  . .  . .  . .  .  .  • *  • .  2 

Repairs  to  private  sewer  , . . .  3 

NUISANCES 

Compost  heap  . . . .  . .  • .  . .  1 

Smoke  from  bonfire  . .  . .  • .  . .  » ,  » .  «  *  . .  1 

Accumulation  of  milk  bottles  .  .  . .  1 

Accumulation  of  rotting  apples  ,,  ..  .  1 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Cleansing  of  bread-making  machine  .  ♦.  1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Visits  made  by  inspectors .  19 ' 

Reports  made  to  M. O.H.  on  cases  of  infectious  diseases 


Scarlet  Fever  .  34 

Poliomyelitis  .  .  . .  0 

Food  Poisoning  , «  *.  *  *  2 

Dysentery .  ..  .  *  0 

Para  Typhoid  . ,  . .  • ,  •  •  0 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  . ,  1 

Meningitis.,  ..  ..  ..  . .  1 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  of  licenced  Slaughterhouses  . ,  ,,  • ,  5 
Number  of  premises  cleansed  during  the  year. .  5 


MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS 

1,  During  the  year,  278  visits  were  classified  as 
Miscellaneous.  These  are  broken  down  approximately 
under  the  following  main  headings 

2.  No  Access  ,  .  . . 89 

Litter  Bins  , .  . ,  ,  .  .  .  . .  28 

Cleansing  .  •  , .  . .  4 

Infestations  ..  •«  .  •  7 

Interviews  with  Builders , 

Architects  and  Owners,*  ••  .  *  47 


Clean  Air  Act  ..  . .  3 

Collection  and  delivery  of 
samples  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  . .  • .  . *  • .  . ♦  9 

Civil  Defence  ,*  ..  . .  ••  ••  3 

Elections  (Posters,  etc)  ,*  ..  7 

Meetings  ..  ..  , .  «.  #.  8 


Surveys  and  Inspections  of  sites, 
premises,  etc,  *,  , .  ,.  ,*  50 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORK  PLACES, 


Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  od 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  . 13 

Inspections  of  Factories  with  mechanical  power  . ,  102 

Inspections  of  Factories  without  mechanical  power  6 

Inspections  of  Builders’  sites  for  Sanitary 

Accommodation. .  7 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  -  informal 

notices  served.,  1 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  -  informal 

notices  completed  ..  ,,  0 

Statutory  notices  served. .  ..  ..  ,.  *.  ..  0 


There  has  "been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  factories 
within  the  area  from  90  to  95. 

The  number  of  factory  inspections  is  approximately 
the  same  as  for  1958  and  at  no  time  was  it  found  necessary 
to  take  statutory  action.  In  most  cases,  the  factories 
are  small  concerns  and  there  has  been  close  liason  between 
the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  factory  managements, 
concerning  requirements  under  the  Factories  Act  for  which 
this  Council  are  responsible.  I  am  sure  this  liason  is 
mainly  due  to  the  regular  inspections  which  are  made  and 
the  willingness  of  your  staff  to  co-operate  and  assist 
whenever  possible. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1959  FOR  THE  RURAL 
DISTRICT  OF  MAIDSTONE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT  . 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 

Act,  1937 • 


PAKT  1  OF  THE  ACT. 


-  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


— scares* 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 
(2)  ' 

Inspections  I 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4)  .. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

-(i) 

i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 

5,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  .............. 

83 

9 

4 

ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority . . . 

13 

115 

7 

’iii)Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers' 

JHP  - 

1  5 

2 

1 

4 - — 

i 

j - — 

Total 

99 

126 

!  11 

i 

j _ 

-  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  aa  two,  three  or  more  ’’cased). 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found.  ...  _ 

Number  of 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted. 

(6) 

i 

Found ! 
(2)  | 

Remedied 

(3) 

Rej 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

(4) 

ferred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) . 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3  .)•••••• 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(s. 4  •)..*••• 

4 

4 

- 

4 

mm 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

__ 

mm 

— 

-i - - 

a - -  .  - . - 

- 

I- 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  Number  of 

found  cases  in  which 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

j  Refei 

Remedied  j  To  H.  M. 

i  Inspector 

(?)  !  (4) 

ved 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

prosecutions 
were  instituted  . 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  ( S  *6 ) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
fa)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes . . 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork ) 

Fire  Precautions 

4 

3 

- 

•4 

- 

Total  . . . . 

7 

5 

4 

! 
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PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  110  &  111) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work. 

(i) 

No.  or 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
110(1  )(o) 

(2) 

NO.  Of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

(4) 

No  .  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises • 

(5) 

No tices 
served 

(6) 

Pros 

cutio 

(7) 

Wearing)Making  etc 
j  apparel  ^Cleaning 
)  and 
)Washing. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

✓  _ 

✓ 

J. _  — 

✓ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

r 

S  Household  linen 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

> 

Lace,  lace  cur¬ 
tains  and  nets 

/ 

/ 

/ 

7 

t 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hang- 
:  ings 

* 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

t 

-X 

j 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/  . 

j 

! 

Electro-plate 

4 

/ 

/ 

r 

) 

File  making 

-  -  / 

/ 

/ 

/ 

y 

Brass  and  Brass 
articles 

i—  ■  *  —  — . . .  ■  ■ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

f 

/ 

/ 

/ 

1  Fur  pulling 

"•  / 

t 

/ 

f 

t 

1 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and  chains 

✓ 

. 

Iron  and  steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

Umbrellas  etc  . 

. . .  — / 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

— i —  f 

/ 

/ 

/ 

4 

/ 

/ 

r 

/ 

/ 

/ 

- — - . . . v — 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Artificial 

flowers 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

— ~t— —  / - 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Tents  i 

V - 

/ 

/ 

Sacks 

Hacquet  and 
tennis  balls 

_ 
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PART  VIII.  0F_  THE  ACT  (continued)  -  Outwork  -('Sections  110  and  111). 


Ce-^on 

11C 

4- ,4-  t 

Section  }11 

Nature  of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section 
110(l)(c) 

(2) 

No ,  Gi 
cases  of 
defaul t 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

<„ 

No.  of 

prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

isrsF" 

instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

) 

premises  . 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(7) 

Raper  bags 

/ 

/ 

✓ 

/ 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

> 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

4 

/ 

/ 

* 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

' 

V - 

* 

Brush  making 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

j 

1 

;  Pea  picking 

- f - 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

. 

;  Feather  sorting 

/ 

/ 

/ 

 . 

j 

Carding,  etc., 
of  buttons  etc. 

■  ' 

\ 

Stuffed  toys 

4 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Basket  making 

/ 

4 

P 

1 

i 

_  __  _  t 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

V  . 

1 

j 

! 

i 

Cosaques, 
Christmas  stock¬ 
ings,  etc  ., 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

y 

1 

; 

[  Textile 
weaving 

/ 

/ 

✓ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

l 

lampshades 

y  - .  -  ' 

/ 

I 

1 

TOTAL 

• 

j 

i 

! 

i 

i  1 
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The  following  Information  regarding  housing  in  the 
Rural  District  is  set  out  In  the  form  asked  for  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 


I 


1  (a)  Inspections  of  dwelling-houses  during  the 

year.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects,  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  * ,  ..  . .  . . 458 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  1,437 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses ,  (included  under 

sub-section  1  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations ,  1925  and  1932  ..  , ,  . .  . .  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  0 

3  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  In  a 

state  so  Injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  , .  , .  ..  , .  25 

4  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head  )  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit 
for  human  habitation  ..  . ,  .  23 


II  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year,  without  the 

service  of  formal  notice. 

1  (a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 

rendered  fit  iri  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority..  »,  ..  . .  14 

III  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year, 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . ,  8 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  sfver  the  service  of 
formal  notices  - 


a.  By  owners. . .  .  ,  •  7 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners . .  * .  , .  1 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

1.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . .  . ,  . . . .  .  .  6 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices 

a ,  By  owne  r s , .  «, ,  . . .  *  0 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners .  6 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1957. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ..  8 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders..  ..  10 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1957 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .,  ..  ..  ,,  6 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit .  12 

IV  Housing  Act,  1957,  Part  4  Overcrowding. 

A.  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year .  11 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  13 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ,.  73 

B.  (1)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ..  . .  ,.  3 

C. (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year . .  ,.  1 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases .  . . .  7 

D.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 

dwelling-houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  .  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  OF  ORIGINAL  1955/59  SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME. 


Houses 

Action  taken 

Families 

Parish 

Requiring 

Action 

Demolition 

Orders 

Closing 

Orders 

Repaired 

Rehoused 

Barming 

4 

2 

1 

mm 

1 

Bearsted 

Bought on 

5 

2 

4 

2 

Monchelsea 

10 

3 

1 

6 

10 

East  Parleigh 

23  • 

7 

10 

9 

15  > 

West  Farleigh 

3 

2 

mm 

2 

- 

Hunt  on 

13 

5 

5 

2 

9 

Linton 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Loose 

10 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Mar den 

21 

16 

2 

7 

2 

Nett lestead 

- 

- 

- 

3 

— 

Otham 

2 

— 

2 

2 

- 

Staplehurst 

19 

13 

2 

- 

12 

Teston 

7 

2 

2 

3 

2 

i 

Yalding 

. 

38 

14 

11 

8 

7 

TOTALS 

— 

157 

67 

41 

•  47 

63 

1 

As  already  reported,  the  Council  have  completed  thdr 
original  Slum  Clearance  Programme  for  1955/59,  This 
programme  was  finished  at  the  end  of  1958  and  it  was  agreed 
to  extend  by  30  properties  in  1959.  Actually,  the  programme 
for  1959  was  increased  to  43,  owing  to  urgent  cases  arising 
during  the  year,  and  the  figures  given  above  indicate  the 
whole  of  the  slum  clearance  since  the  commencement  of  the 
original  programme  after  the  war. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  record  of  which  the  Council  can 
be  rightly  proud  as  comparison  with  other  areas  of  similar 
size,  the  number  of  premises  dealt  with  are  far  in  excess 
of  the  average  figures. 

There  was,  towards  the  latter  end  of  1959,  considerable 
reduction  in  the  number  of  families  re-housed,  because  of 
the  Council’s  building  programme  finished,  apart  from  the 
construction  of  12  additional  slum  clearance  replacement 
houses  at  Staplehurst.  The  Housing  Committee  have  already 
seriously  considered  prolonging  their  house  building 
programme  at  some  time  in  the  near  future,  to  build  slum 
clearance  replacement  properties  as  and  when  required  and, 
if  possible,  on  the  sites  of  the  houses  demolished. 
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It  is  far  more  satisfactory  to  provide  houses  in  the 
parishes  where  the  slum  property  is  demolished  than  to 
place  these  families  on  to  an  estate  in  one  particular 
parish.  This  has  more  or  less  been  done  in  the  case  of  the 
original  programme,  on  completion  of  the  Housing  Estate  at 
Coxheath,  and  through  this  practice  it  has  been  difficult 
to  persuade  slum  clearance  families  to  move  our  of  their 
parishes.  This  is  also  of  considerable  disadvantage  to 
some  parishes  such  as  East  Farleigh  and  Loose,  which  have 
been  subject  to  considerable  demolition  and  the  re -housing 
has  been  of  benefit  to  the  parish  of  Linton,  where  the 
families  have  been  re -housed. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area 
Water  Supplies 

Once  again,  I  must  report  that  the  water  supply  problem 
is  negligible.  98%  of  your  properties  are  connected  to  mains 
water,  provided  either  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  or  the 
Maidstone  Water  Company,  and  the  routine  samples  of  these 
piped  supplies  have  all  shown  as  satisfactory  for  drinking 
water.  As  far  as  the  other  2%  are  concerned,  these  properties 
rely  on  local  water  supplies  and  recently  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  take  as  many  samples  as  desired •  it  is  our 
intention  to  carry  out  more  sampling  in  the  future  to  discover 
whether  these  local  sources  are  liable  to  pollution,  inter¬ 
mittent  or  otherwise,  and  if  liable  to  pollution,  whether  the 
house  can  be  served  with  mains  water. 

All  these  properties  who  rely  on  local  sources  of  water 
supply  are  isolated  and  I  very  much  doubt  if  many  of  them  can 
be  connected  to  mains  water  without  considerable  expense  to 
the  owner  or  to  the  Council,  depending  whether  the  Council 
would  insist  on  piped  water  being  provided. 


Scavenging 

In  these  modern  days,  it  is  a  very  sad  statement  of  fact, 
that  the  ratepayers  must  rely  on  a  fortnightly  refuse 
collection.  This  has  given  rise  to  a  considerable  number  of 
complaints  during  the  warm  weather,  particularly  during  the 
summer  of  1959.  Also  regular  inspections  and  treatments  of 
your  refuse  tips  have  revealed  that  both  tips  are  liable  to 
give  rise  to  nuisances  in  the  form  of  insects,  rodents, 
smell  and  smoke.  Throughout  practically  the  whole  of  last 
summer,  the  Laddingford  Tip  was  alight  and  regularly 
complaints  were  received  from  the  inhabitants  at  large. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Work  is  practically  completed  on  the  third  stage  of  the 
Loose  Sewerage  Scheme  and  already  the  Surveyors  Department 
are  preparing  plans  and  specifications  for  the  final  scheme 
which  is  expected  to  commence  in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 

The  Council  have  formed  the  policy  that  every  property 
served  by  this  drainage  scheme  must  have  flush  sanitation, 
and  if  necessary,  they  are  prepared  to  pay  half  the  cost  of 
such  conversions.  In  all,  there  will  be  approximately  50 
properties  involved.  Work  in  improving  and  extending  the 
existing  sewerage  schemes  is  still  progressing,  although 
proper  and  full  improvement  has  been  restricted  by  the 
Minister's  control  of  capital  expenditure. 


Rivers  and  Streams 


Pollution  still  occurs  in  these  water  ways  and  can  be 
attributed  to  overflowing  cesspools  and  direct  discharge  of 
sewage  from  some  parishes.  Sewerage  schemes  to  obviate 
direct  discharge  from  some  parishes  are,  at  present,  in 
operation  and  it  is  hoped  that  one  of  the  major  sources  of 
pollution  will  be  alleviated  In  the  relatively  near  future. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Your  Chief  Puhlic  Health  Inspector  has  furnished  the 
following  details  of  work  in  his  department  during  1959. 
During  this  year,  much  of  the  work  In  the  department  has 
been  in  dealing  with  routine  matters  and  inspections.  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  and  work  has  been  carried  out  under  the  Improvement 
Grant  Schemes,  the  result  being  an  overall  improvement  of 
many  properties  which,  had  they  been  allowed  to  deteriorate, 
might  have  been  eligible  for  consideration  under  Slum 
Clearance • 


Analysis 

Chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  water  are  carried  out  monthly,  some  by  the  Company's 
own  Analyst,  and  some  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The 
results  of  examinations  are  consistently  satisfactory, 
showing  the  water  to  be  of  a  high  standard. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  of  the  results 
of  the  chemical  analyses  of  water  during  the  year. 


i 

1 

Boarley 

Springs 

-  J 

Cos  sington 
Springs 

Porstal 

Well 

i - 

Farleigh 

Engine  House 

1 - 

£ 

o 

-P 

to 

£ 

•H 

ra  H 

ra  rH 

o  CD 

O  “S 

Box ley 

Well 

L 

Boxley 

Borehole 

|  Hockers  Lane 
j  Borehole 

Total  solid  residue 

390 

361 

568 

i 

536 

186 

295 

269 

370 

Chlorine 

21.7 

21.2 

43.2 

32.4 

19.0 

18.5 

20.2 

31.4 

Nitrogen  (nitrites ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nitrogen  (nitrates ) 

4.9 

3.8 

3.2 

6.5 

0.3 

1.9 

0.3 

2.6 

Ammonia  saline 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ammonia  albuminoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Iron 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Oxygen  absorbed 
(•|-  hour  at  27°C.  ) 

0,  05 

0.  05 

0.  04 

0.  04 

0.05 

0.  04 

0.05 

0.06 

Oxygen  absorbed 
(4  hours  at  27°C . ) 

0. 10 

0.11 

0.11 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.12 

0.12 

Total  hardness 

282 

252 

416 

344 

136 

245 

139 

192; 

_ ..  . 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


DISCRETIONARY 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  1959  .  28 

Number  of  applications  not  approved  .  1 

Number  of  houses  involved  in  approved  applications  33 

Amount  of  Grants  approved  , ,  , »  .  .  .  ,  , .  .  .  £3,560. 

Amount  of  Total  Expenditure . -  ,,£10,202  14s. 


Number  of  Grants  completed  in  1959  .  .  .  .  .  , ,  18 

STANDARD 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  1959  .  .  . .  , ,  26 

Number  of  applications  not  approved  . . . .  1 

Number  of  houses  involved  in  approved  applications  28 

Amount  of  Grants  approved  ,,  ..  ,,  ..  . .  £1,408 

Amount  of  Total  Expenditure  .. . .  £3,007  15s, 

Number  of  Grants  completed  in  1959  , ,  , ,  , .  , ,  8 


The  new  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  has  re¬ 
awakened  public  interest  in  applying  for  Grants.  The  results 
are  obvious  by  the  figures  shown  and  it  will  be  noted  that 
approximately  the  same  number  of  Standard  Grants  were  applied 
for  as  Discretionary  Grants.  As  previously  mentioned,  this 
policy  has  done  much  to  improve  the  standard  of  the  existing 
houses  within* the  Rural  District. 


General  Statistics  regarding  Improvement  Grants  made  by 

this  Council* 


Total  amount  approved  by  the  Council  up  to 
the  31st  December,  1959  -  Discretionary  Grants  ..  £33,577 

Standard  Grants  , .  , .  £  3 . 190 

Total . £36,767 


Total  Direct  Cost  to  the  Council  of  Loan  Charges 

over  twenty  years,.  .,  £15,906 

Total  Direct  Cost  to  the  Ministry  for  grants 

approved  . .  £47,719 


Note  ; 

This  total  sum  of  £63,626  includes  interest  and  stems  from 
the  original  grant  of  £36,767. 

Approved  cost  to  owners  of  premises  improved, 

less  grant  ..  ..  ..  £53,661 

Number  of  properties  assisted  in  modernisation  ..  156 
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CAMPING  SITES  AND  CARAVANS 


Maximum  No. 

of  Caravans 


Enterprise  Camping  Site, 
Barming. 

Hartridge  Farm  Site, 

East  Farleigh. 

The  Retreat, 

Nettlestead. 

Caravan  Sites  for 


Medway  Wharf  Site, 
Nettlestead, 

Twyford  Boat  Yard  Site, 
Yalding, 


Hampstead  Cottage  Farm 
Site,  Yalding. 


Proprieter  or  Owner 


E,  L,  Paine. 

25 

A.  V.  Chambers, 

20 

Mrs.  P.  Lamb, 

25 

Seasonal  Use  only. 

A.  W.  Ashe, 

10 

D  S.  Chuter  Esq, , 

102,  Blythedale  Road, 
Abbey  Wood, 

London,  S.E.2 

16 

A  Harcourt. 

10 

Summary  of  data 

Number  of  Inspections  . 

Number  of  licenced  sites  . .  . ,  . 

Number  of  licenced  caravans  . 

Applications  for  licence  , .  .  ,  . . 

Applications  for  licence  refused  . 


. .  164 

6 
2 
1 
1 


There  has  been  a  reduction  in  visits  this  year  which  is 
mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  cases  of  parking  of  individual 
caravans  on  unlicenced  sites  have  not  been  so  numerous.  Co¬ 
operation  with  farmers  and  the  County  Council  has  resulted 
in  waste  woodland  and  grass  verges  being  fenced,  thus  dis¬ 
couraging  indiscriminate  parking. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  change  of  ownership 
in  the  Twyford  Boat  Yard  Site  at  Yalding,  Co-operation  with 
the  new  owner  has  ensured  that  the  standard  required  has  been 
maintained  and  wherever  possible  improved, 

A  problem  that  still  arises  is  the  numerous  enquiries 
made  to  your  Officers  for  the  siting  of  the  better  class 
caravan  for  residential  purposes,  It  is  felt  that,  at  some 
time  in  the  future,  the  Council  may  have  to  seriously 
consider  providing  permanent  and  properly  designed  sites  to 
cater  for  this  need  and  thus  obviate  another  aspect  of 
indiscriminate  parking. 
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HOP  PICKERS'  CAMPS 


Total  number  of  Hop  Pickers '  Camps  in  use  . , 
Number  of  huts  in  use  (estimated)  . . 

Estimated  number  of  pickers  . . 

Number  of  Inspections  ..  ##  . .  . ,  , 


80 

3,000 

11,000 

197 


Each  hop  picking  camp  in  use  during  the  season  was 
inspected  at  least  twice.  In  comparing  the  figures  with 
those  of  last  year  there  has  been  a  slight  reduction  in 
the  number  of  camps  used  and  an  estimated  reduction  of 
some  2,000  pickers.  This  reduction  being  entirely  due  to 
the  further  provision  of  picking  machines  by  farmers  in 
the  area.  During  this  year,  on  the  routine  inspections 
it  was  noted  that  some  of  the  accommodation  was  deterior¬ 
ating  but  as  the  camps  concerned  were  not  fully  occupied, 
no  action  was  necessary. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  of  Food  premises  in  the  District 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . .  ,  .  , . 

Food  Shops  (excluding  butchers)  . ,  .  ,  ,  .  , 

Dairies  , .  ,  .  ,  .  . .  , .  ,  . 

Butchers  ’  Shops  , »  .  , . 

Licenced  Premises . ,  .  » 

Total 


14 

90 

9 

16 

58 

187 


Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . .  . ,  , .  52 

Food  Shops  (excluding  butchers)  ..  . ,  .  194 

Dairies  . .  , .  . .  . .  . . . .  . .  ,  •  16 

Butchers’  Shops  . ,  . .  . .  , .  . ,  . .  . .  . ,  23 

Licenced  Premises  .  . .  17 

Total  -  302 


There  has  been  an  increase  of  one  cafe  and  two  food 
premises  in  the  area  since  last  year.  In  all  cases  they 
were  re-establishments  of  premises  which  had  been  closed 
for  some  considerable  time.  One  licenced  premises  has 
been  closed  and  taken  over  for  residential  purposes. 
There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  visits 
to  shop  premises  during  the  year  amounting  to  54,  This 
increase  in  the  number  of  visits  and  personal  contact 
with  the  shop-keepers  has  resulted  in  many  premises 
being  improved  and  in  no  instance  was  any  legal  action 
necessary. 


INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  SHOPS 


Number  of  Shops  ,.  , .  .,  *.  .  f  #.  . . 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Shops..  ,,  ..  .,  ..  327 


During  the  year  1959,  327  inspections  were  made  of 
shops  within  the  district. 

In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  proceedings 
against  the  occupants  of  any  shops  for  contraventions  of 
the  Shops  Act  and  no  representations  were  received  from 
any  organisation. 

Each  of  the  215  shops  within  the  district  have, 
therefore,  been  inspected  at  least  once  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


Examination  of  Milk  Samples  (Bacteriological) 


Grade 


No.  of  samples 

examined. 


No.  found  un¬ 

satisfactory  .* 


Sterilised 


29 


0 


Tuberculin  Tested 


1 


0 


Pasteurised 


0 


53 


0 


Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

Details  of  registration  and  licences  are  given 
below 


Dairies  registered  ,,  ..  ..  ..  9 

Registered  Dairies  situated 
outside  the  area  .  *  ..  . .  ..  5 

Retailers  (excluding  Dairies)  ..  27 


Dealers  *  Licences 

Sterilised  Milk  . .  . •  . .  . .  31 

Pasteurised  Milk  ,.  ,.  ,,  ..  15 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . .  12 


Supplementary  Licences 

Sterilised  Milk  .  .  . .  3 

Pasteurised  Milk  . .  . ,  . .  .  .  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .,  ,.  . .  4 


53  samples  were  taken  as  against  36  during  1958,  each 
retailer  being  sampled  at  least  once.  In  every  instance 
all  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  During  the  year, 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  five  retailers  within  the 
district,  each  of  the  premises  concerned  being  inspected 
before  a  licence  was  issued  by  this  authority. 
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MEAT 

INSPECTION 

Slaughterhouse 

Carcases 

Per  Cent 

Ballard  . . 

42.0 

Boorman  (Staplehurst )  , 

.  ..  515 

26.0 

Boorman  (Marden).. 

15.0 

Standen  . .  . .  , . 

17.0 

Totals  - 1 , 976_ 100.  0 


Total  Carcases  examined 


Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cows 

Other 
.Bcvine , 

Total 

No.  examined 

““836 

830 

20 

3 

267 

1,976 

No.  passed 

791 

798 

20 

0 

241 

1,850 

Completely 

condemned 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Partially 

condemned 

63 

32 

0 

3 

29 

127 

Tuberculosis 


Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cows 

Other 

Bovine 

Total 

No.  examined 

856 

830 

20 

3 

267 

1,976 

Completely 

condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Partially 

condemned 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Other  Diseases 


Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cows 

Other 

Bovine 

Total 

No,  examined 

856 

830 

20 

3 

267 

1,976 

Completely 

condemned 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Partially 

condemned 

49 

32 

0 

3 

29 

113 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  has  been  an  increase  of  530  carcases  examined 
during  this  year.  This  increase  is  largely  due  to  one 
slaughterhouse  slaughtering  to  provide  meat  for  small 
meat  products  to  be  manufactured  outside  the  area.  The 
amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  compares  favourably 
with  the  previous  years  and  indicates  the  continued 
efforts  of  the  butchers  within  your  area  to  provide  meat 
of  a  high  quality.  As  in  the  year  previous,  the  slaughter¬ 
house  owned  by  Mr.  J.  Haggett  has  not  been  used  during  the 
whole  period  of  12  months.  The  good  relations  between  the 
slaughterhouse  owners  and  your  officers  have,  once  again, 
resulted  in  100$  inspection  of  all  the  meat  slaughtered 
within  the  rural  district. 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food  Order).  1957 

There  are  11  registered  plants  within  the  area  for  the 
treatment  of  waste  foods  to  be  fed  to  animals.  Before  the 
licences  were  issued  for  the  premises  concerned,  an 
inspection  was  made  to  ascertain  that  they  all  complied 
with  the  requirements  under  the  above  Order. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  IN  DETAIL 


Pigs 

— ■  — — . . 

She  ep  j 

Calves 

Cows 

Bovine 

Boorman  -  Staplehurst 

. 

No.  examined 

221 

191 

2 

0 

101 

Completely  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Boorman  -  Marden 

No.  examined 

172 

63 

1 

0 

61 

Completely  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

14 

4 

0 

0 

8 

Ballard  -  Marden 

No.  examined 

148 

573 

9 

0 

101 

Completely  condemned 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

12 

27 

0 

0 

11 

Standen  -  Coxheath 

No.  examined 

315 

3 

8 

3 

4 

Completely  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

29 

1 

0 

3 

2 

Haggett  -  Hunton 

No.  examined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Completely  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Reason  for  Condemnation 


Reason 


Completely 

condemned 


Tuberculosis  0 
Abscesses  0 
Liver  Fluke  0 
Pleurisy  0 
Moribund  carcase  1 
Ascaris  Lumbricoides  0 
Nephritis  0 
Pneumonia  0 
Pericarditis  0 
Parasitic  infection  0 
Cirrhosis  0 
Traumatism  0 
Cysticercus  bovis  0 
Peritonitis  0 
Angioma  0 
Fevered  0 
Severe  Urticoria  &  Fevered  Carcase  1 
Adhesions  0 
Actinomycosis  0 
Inflammation  0 
Broken  shin  0 


Partially 

condemned 

14 
7 
1 

10 

0 

3 

15 
15 

4 
31 
25 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 


The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  carcases  has  remained 
constant;  all  infections  detected  have  been  confined  to 
pigs  and  were  found  to  be  of  the  avian  variety.  Parasitic 
infection  of  the  lungs  of  pigs  and  sheep  has  remained 
fairly  high  and  this  may  be  due,  in  some  measure,  to  the  hot, 
dry  summer  experienced  in  1959,  Similarly,  there  has  been  a 
marked  increase  in  Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  iri  all  types  of 
animals  slaughtered. 
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KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling 
Officers  within  the  MAIDSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959. 


Article  No. 


Alka-Seltzer . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Apples  . .  1 

Beecham’s  Powders 'in  Tablet  form  ..  ..  1 

Bitter  Beer .  * .  1 

Bisurated  Magnesia  » . 1 

Butter  Coconut  Macaroons  . ,  1 

Camphorated  Oil  B.P.  *, . 1 

Castor  Sugar  , .  .  ..  , .  ..  1 

Chicken  Noodle  Soup  * .  . .  1 

Christmas  Cake  .  1 

Condensed  Tomato  Puree  , ,  ..  ..  ..  1 

Cornish  Ice  Cream..  ..  ..  ..  , .  1 

Creamola  Foam  Raspberry  Crystals  . .  . .  1 

Concentrated  Almond  Flavouring  . ,  ..  1 

Disprin  . .  1 

Double  Devon  Cream  . ,  ..  . .  1 

Evaporated  Full  Cream  Milk,  Unsweetened  1 

Evaporated  Milk . ..  ..  ..  1 

Galloway Ts  Cough  Syrup  .  1 

Gin  . .  3 

Granulated  Sugar  , .  , .  3 

Ham  Cured  Shoulder  , .  , . , .  1 

Instant  Coffee  100$  Pure  1 

Jelly-de-Luxe ,  Raspberry  ..  ,.  ..  1 

Lean  Ham  . .  .  .  1 

Medium  Scotch  Oatmeal .  1 

Mild  Beer, .  1 

Milk .  29 

Mocca  Rum  Creme  , ,  1 

Pears . 1 

Pure  Essence  Flavour  Ratafia  .  1 

Pure  Ground  Coffee  ..  ..  1 

Raspberries  in  heavy  syrup  , .  , .  . .  1 

Rum  Flavouring  , .  , ,  .  1 

Sandwich  Spread  . 1 

Semolina . .  ..  1 

Separated  Milk  Powder .  1 

Tea  ..  1 

Tinned  Carrots  .  •«  . .  • .  1 

Toffees  .  ..  . .  1 

Whisky  .  ••  .#  ..  .  •  3 

Total  -  75 


Summary 


Milks . 29 

Drugs .  6 

Spirits  . 6 

Other  samples  ..  ..  34 


75 


All  of  the  above  samples  were  genuine. 
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Number  of  Samples 


ICE  CREAM 


Methylene  Blue  Pathogenic 

Test  Group  organisms 

cultivated 


47 

7 

1 

0 


I 

II 

III 

IV 


0 

0 

0 

0 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  has  increased  by  five  over  the  number  registered  in 
1958.  In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  department,  at 
least  one  sample  was  taken  from  each  registered  premises 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  figures  tabulated,  54  samples  were  graded  I 
and  II,  one  in  grade  III  and  none  in  grade  IV.  The  results 
are  most  satisfactory,  and  indicate  the  continued  high 
standard  of  precautions  taken  during  the  manufacture,  the 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  within  your  district. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Surveys  made  under 

Rodent  Control 


No.  of  visits  made  for  all  purposes  ..  . 2,392 

No.  of  agricultural  premises  visited  . .  459 

Number  of  treatments  made  . .  . 1,04.8 

Estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  .  5,528 


Estimated  number  of  mice  destroyed  . .  ..  ..  ..  1,562 

Wasps  nests  treated  and  removed .  55 

There  has  been  an  overall  increase  of  some  530  visits 
made  by  Mr.  T.  Curties  in  1959  as  compared  with  1958.  This 
increase  is  due  to  the  increased  number  of  contracts  held 
by  this  Council  for  the  treatment  of  rodent  extermination 
of  agricultural  and  shop  premises. 

In  addition  to  the  rodent  control  duties  of  Mr.  Curties, 
a  further  55  visits  were  made  for  the  treatment  and  disposal 
of  wasps  nests.  Similarly,  the  problem  of  fly  infestation  on 
the  Council's  refuse  tips  and  in  domestic  premises  resulted 
in  a  further  increase  in  visits  for  treatment,  over  and  above 
the  figures  already  mentioned. 

The  continued  efficiency  of  the  Council's  service  is 
due  to  the  constant  vigilance  and  efforts  of  your  Rodent 
Operator,  Mr.  T.  Curties. 


46. 


■ 


. 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 


i 

P4 


47. 


Provisional  rates 


un 


GENERAL  SUMMARY 


Estimated  resident  population,  1959  . ,  ..  , .  19,280 

Airea  (in  acres)  ..  . .  , .  34,487 

Density  (Persons  per  acre) . ,  ,559 

Annual  Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

Crude  ¥.  ,  16 .7  0 

Corrected  .  17.53 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  population 

Crude  .  .  ..  14.05 

Corrected  ..  ,,  ,.  9,55 


Male  Female  Total 


Births  ..  ..  ..  176  146  322 

Deaths .  129  142  271 


Excess  of  births  over  deaths . . 

Tuberculosis  death-rate 

Pulmonary,. 
Non-pulmonary . , 

Cancer  death-rate  per  1,000  population 


51 

.10 

nil 

2.43 
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